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School Guidance and Counselling Department 

Aim  

We offer a full range of interventions and activities, which assist students to make choices 

about their lives. For second level students these choices are focused in a developmental way 

on three key areas. These are personal guidance, educational guidance and career guidance.  

Objectives  

At the end of the school year students will have experienced:  

 Guidance in educational and personal management. 

 Vocational exploration and information. 

 Individual and/or group counselling will have been available for all students on 

request and/or referral.  

 Students will have access to information which is appropriate for their personal, 

educational and vocational development.  

 Parents will have met with the School Guidance Counsellor at parent-teacher 

meetings, information evenings, at organised Guidance meetings and on request.  

 Student’s needs, with regards to the Guidance Counselling Service, will be evaluated 

in partnership with students, staff and the Principal/ School Management. Planning 

for the future will be on-going.   

Information for Students  

As a student you will make significant decisions while still at school. These choices are 

related to personal and social issues, educational issues and career issues. Guidance 

Counsellors are trained professionals with the expertise and knowledge to help you make 

choices in the three important areas outlined above. We do this through individual 

consultation, guidance classes and other activities. We do not make decisions for you.  

During your time in BCS we will undertake with you, some or all of the following: 

 Help you to explore your feelings about your present life situation.  

 Explore with you choices open to you and explore the consequences of each choice. 

 Help you to come up with solutions to any problems you may be experiencing.  

 Offer confidential counselling and/or advice on issues of a personal nature.  

 Give you information on various educational training courses and/or employment 

opportunities. 

 Organise classroom activities where you prepare a CV and letter of application.  

 Give you advice and help on study and examination techniques.  

 Carry out personality assessment and career interest tests.  

 Explain to you and your parents the CAO system and assist with application 

(Universities/Institutes of Technology) and all other college applications eg UCAS.  

 Assist with application to a Post Leaving Certificate College.  

 Assist with apprenticeship applications.  

 

 



 

 

5th Year 

What to consider when picking your subjects 

Abilities & Aptitudes: 

The subjects at which you excel and for which you have a natural talent, are those that will 

bring you the most satisfaction and sense of achievement. You are more likely to work hard 

and persevere with subjects that you have an ability for hence likely to get good grades. 

Interest: 

What you are interested in will ultimately decide what you will choose to study. You will 

find it very difficult to study a subject in which you have no interest. Your interests are the 

motivation for achieving in any field of life. 

Career: 

When you start to consider courses and careers at a later stage, there may be subjects that are 

essential for entrance to the course you have chosen. You need to check this out with your 

Guidance Counsellor and the course provider before making your choices. 

Important: Choosing your subjects will take time and serious consideration. You should 

consider what is in your own best interest and talk to those people who know you well and 

who can give you good advice such as teachers and family. Also borrow a book from a friend 

in 5th/6th year so that you can see what topics are covered in each subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Subject Choice for Leaving Certificate (Established) 
 Leaving Certificate students will choose seven subjects and complete a two-year cycle 

of study. 

 The three core (compulsory) subjects are: English, Maths and Irish (unless you have 

an official exemption) 

 The remaining choice subjects are chosen from the following groups: 

 

Humanities 
Art, Geography, History, Music,  

Social and Scientific 

Languages French, German 

Sciences 
Agricultural Science, Biology, 

Chemistry, Physics 

Business Accounting, Business 

Technologies 
Engineering, Construction, 

Design & Communication Graphics 

Other LCVP 

 

LCVP is only available to those students who qualify. This is discussed in detail later on 

in this booklet. 

Third Language 
 

The National Universities of Ireland require students to have a third language to gain 

entry into some of their courses. Below is a list of requirements for NUI colleges, please 

note that these are susceptible to change so please check course providers website for 

most up to date information.  

• Arts/ Human Sciences/ Philosophy/Celtic Studies/Law/Social Science* (i) Irish (ii) English 

(iii) A Third Language  

• Commerce (i) Irish (ii) English (iii) Mathematics (iv) A Third Language  

• Agriculture/Architecture (UCC)/Engineering /Food Science and Technology/ Nursing 

/Science (i) Irish (ii) English (iii) Mathematics (iv) A Laboratory Science subject**  

• Architecture (UCD) /Medicine (including Dentistry) /Veterinary Medicine (i) Irish (ii) 

English (iii) Mathematics (iv) A Third Language accepted for Matriculation Registration 

purposes (v) A Laboratory Science subject**   

*Social Sciences in UCD do not require a third language. 

** The Laboratory Science subjects are: Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Agricultural Science. 

UCD and Maynooth University will accept Applied Mathematics in place of a Laboratory 

Science subject for certain programmes. NB some courses require a specific laboratory 



 

 

science subject and in some cases 2 laboratory science subjects. Check with the course 

provider.  

 Notes  

• For Basic Matriculation on Leaving Certificate results you need six subjects. Among the six 

subjects, for all programmes, English and Irish must be included and there are other subject 

requirements related to the area of study, as follows: 

 - Architecture: Mathematics (UCC), a Third Language and Mathematics (UCD)  

- Arts, Human Sciences, Law: a Third Language 

 - Art and Design (NCAD): a Third Language or Art or Design & Communication Graphics 

 - Commerce: a Third Language and Mathematics 

 - Computer Science: Mathematics (Maynooth University, UCC, UCD) Mathematics; and a 

laboratory science subject or Technology (NUI Galway)  

- Economics: For UCD BA Economics H5 in Maths with English, Irish and 3 other subjects 

 - Engineering: Mathematics and a Laboratory Science subject (UCD); Mathematics and a 

Laboratory Science subject or Technology (UCC, NUI Galway); Mathematics and a 

Laboratory Science subject or Applied Mathematics or Technology (Maynooth University)  

- Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences, Pharmacy, Veterinary Medicine: a Third 

Language, Mathematics and a Laboratory Science subject (namely Chemistry).  

- Nursing: Mathematics and a Laboratory Science subject  

- Science, Agriculture, Engineering & Architecture, Food Science and Technology: 

Mathematics and a Laboratory Science subject (NUI Galway, Maynooth University, UCC); 

Mathematics and a Laboratory Science subject or Applied Mathematics or Geography 

(UCD); Maynooth University will accept Applied Mathematics in place of an Applied 

Laboratory Science subject for certain BSc courses but not for Biological and Biomedical 

Sciences 

 - Social Science: A Third language (UCC, NUI Galway and Maynooth University); UCD 

Bachelor of Social Science: A third language is not required and is replaced with a 

requirement to present Mathematics (minimum OD3) for matriculation purposes. 

To join the Defence Forces you must satisfy a third language requirement.  

 

No third language is required for the Institutes of Technology or University of Limerick 

unless required to study it for a particular course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Core Subjects:  

 

English  

      
Recommendations/Tips when choosing Higher or 

Ordinary Level Course: 

It is recommended that a student has achieved at least a 

MERIT at Junior Certificate higher level, to continue into 

higher-level Leaving Certificate English. Other cautionary notes that you should be 

aware of include: 

· The study of English at higher level places significant demands on the Leaving 

Certificate student. 

· The syllabus is very broad in its range of prescribed materials can be quite time 

consuming. 

· The higher-level (course) exam rewards good writing skills and an independent 

learner. 

· The extended composition features largely on both papers at higher level and 

students are expected to write between 750-1000 words in these essays, during the 

time available. 

· There is the assumption at higher level that students will read widely and 

independently over the two years. 

· An interest in social, political and current affairs is vital. 

· Highly developed writing skills and critical analysis skills are prerequisite at 

Higher level. 

· Conversely, at ordinary level, textual material is printed on the exam paper for 

students e.g. in the poetry sections, poems are printed for the students. Less 

extended pieces of writing are also expected. 

· Texts at ordinary level are less challenging, particularly bearing in mind that 

students at O.L. do not have to study a Shakespearean play. 

· Texts prescribed at O.L. are very student friendly and aimed at encouraging the 

more reluctant reader. 

· There is a vast difference in the study of English at higher level for Junior 

Certificate and the Study of English at higher level for the Leaving Certificate. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Choice Subjects:  

 

French       

French is an optional subject in BCS. At the moment, in First Year, 

students choose between French and German (or Learning Support) in 

November after a ‘taster’ period of 3 – 4 weeks in each language.  Classes 

are mixed ability in Junior Cycle and in Senior Cycle (depending on 

numbers). In BCS, we have run a very successful French Exchange 

programme in Senior Cycle up to 2020. 

We hope to reestablish this programme in the future. 

 

 

Possible Career Paths: Administrator, Archivist, All international careers for example 

Marketing, Computers, Linguist, Civil Servant, Travel and Tourism, Catering, Translator, 

Journalism, Librarian, Trade, European Union Posts and Teaching.  

 

 

German        

   

This is as good a time as any to know German as well as Germany (not 

to mention Austria, Switzerland & loads of other places). The language 

is the most spoken first language of the EU, the language of its largest 

economy and one of our main trading partners (Germany). 

 

If that's not enough, over a thousand years of history and culture show one thing: you don't 

understand Europe unless you understand Germany first. 

The aim of studying German at Senior Level is to develop the student’s language and cultural 

awareness to a reasonable level of language proficiency. With this in mind students are given 

the opportunity in 5th year to take part in a German exchange with our partner school in 

Heidelberg. Students travel to Germany for 10 days where they will stay with a host family, 

attend class and see the sights. This programme is very successful and often students remain 

in contact with the friends they have made in Germany. 

We also have the opportunity of receiving a German Assistant, who is a native speaker, to 

spend a year in our school assisting the German Department with oral skills and cultural 

awareness. 

Possible Career Paths: Administrator, Archivist, All international careers for example 

Marketing, Computers, Linguist, Civil Servant, Travel and Tourism, Catering, Translator, 

Journalism, Librarian, Trade, European Union Posts and Teaching.  

 



 

 

 

The Sciences – General Information   
 

A pass in at least one Laboratory Science subject is required if 

you are applying for many Engineering, Medical, Paramedical 

(Radiography, Physiotherapy, Human Nutrition/Dietician, 

Pharmacy, Medical Laboratory, Podiatry, Veterinary, Nursing 

etc.), or Science areas at Universities. 

 

Design & Manufacture (UL) and Physical Education with Maths (DCU) both require a 

science subject – Physics, Chemistry, Biology or Agricultural Science. 

 

Physics is required for: 

 Theoretical Physics (TCD) 

 Electrical Engineering (UCC) 

If you are considering an Engineering or Electronics course, Physics is highly recommended. 

Chemistry is required for: 

 Human Nutrition (DIT) and Biomedical Science (DIT) 

 Dentistry (UCC) and Medicine (UCC) (plus either Biology and Physics) 

 Veterinary Science (UCD) 

 Pharmacy (TCD)(UCC) 

 Medicine 

Biology is required for: 

 Dental Hygiene (UCC) 

 PE Teaching with Biology (DCU) 

 

 

Biology         
 

Through the study of biology students are provided with the knowledge, 

skills and understanding to pursue further education, training and 

employment in biology-related fields, and to make judgements on 

contempory issues in biology and science that impact on their daily lives 

and on society. The syllabus consisits of approximately 70% biological 

knowledge, understanding and skills; the remaining 30% deals with the 

technological, political, social and economic aspects of biology.  

The current syllabus has been developed in response to current knowledge and application of 

biology. Account has been taken of the need to include contemporary biological technologies 

such as DNA profiling and genetic screening.  

The course covers a wide range of topics, including cell structure and diversity, metabolism, 

genetics and human and flowering plant anatomy and physiology. The general principles of 

ecology are studied and one particular ecosystem is examined in detail. An ecology field trip 

is arranged in 5th year to Fota Wildlife Park to study the woodland ecosystem.  

 

What will I study?  

The course is divided into three units:  

Unit 1: the study of life (scientific method, characteristics of life, ecology and food science) 

Unit 2: the cell (Genetics, cell division, osmosis and diffusion, photosynthesis, respiration 

and enzymes) 



 

 

Unit 3: the organism (a study of body systems, plant biology and microbiology). There are 22 

mandatory practical activities. Three of these are examined each year in the Leaving 

Certificate exam, two of which have to be answered. A laboratory record of these activities 

has to be kept and available for inspection by The Department of Education and Science. As 

of yet no marks are awarded for the laboratory notebook or the portfolio.  

Exam structure 

The examination at higher and ordinary level is three hours duration. The exam paper is 

divided into three units.  

Section A – six short questions (answer five) 100 marks  

Section B – Three questions on practical activities (answer two) 60 marks 

Section C – Six long questions (answer four) 240 marks.  

  

What type of student might Biology Suit? 

Students who enjoyed the study of human body systems and plants in the Junior Certificate 

Science course might wish to consider studying biology at senior cycle. The course is a 

continuum of what was studied at Junior Certificate but in more detail.  

 

Possible career paths: agriculture, agricultural research, animal breeder, animal nursing, 

auxiliary, animal trainer, ambulance driver, audiologist, biochemist, biologist, biology 

teacher, catering superintendent, chiropodist, conservation worker, dental craftsperson, dairy 

scientist, dental hygienist, dental surgery assistant, dentist, dietician, doctor, farmer, farrier, 

fisherman, food science technician, forester, geneticist, health inspector, marine biologist, 

microbiologist, nurse, occupational therapy, speech and language therapist, optician, 

pharmacist, pharmacy technician, physiotherapist, radiographer, veterinary medicine or zoo 

keeper.  

Podcast:  

Listen to an Audio podcast on this subject – preparing for leaving cert Biology – 22 minutes  

(Source – www.frogblog.ie) 

 

 

Chemistry        

  
Chemistry is essential for those intending to study medicine, veterinary, 

pharmacy, dentistry and human nutrition at third level. It is highly 

recommended to study 2 laboratory sciences at leaving cert level if you 

wish to pursue a career in science after your post primary education.  

 

Mathamatical ability is not essential but it is helpful in some sections of the course. Success 

in Chemistry wil depend on working hard from the start and not allowing oneself to become 

lost. Leaving cert Chemistry draws on some aspects of the Junior Certificate Science course, 

however the content is much more in-depth with a number of new areas that have previously 

not been studied. 

 

The Leaving Certificate course covers the following Topics:  

1. Atomic structure and the Periodic Table 

2. Bonding  

3. Stoichiometry  

4. Volumetric analysis  

5. Fuels and heats of reaction 

6. Reaction rates 

7. Organic chemistry  



 

 

8. Equilibrium  

9. Environmental chemistry  

10. Atmospheric chemistry  

11. Industrial chemistry 

There will be 5 classes of chemistry per week including one double period for experiments. 

The exam is a 3 hour paper at the end of 6th year with 8 questions to answer. The first 3 

questions will be beased on the 28 mandatory experiments that will have been completed 

over the two years. A record of these is kept by the student – there are no marks available for 

these reports but they must be available for inspection.  

Possible career paths: Agriculture, animal nursing, archaeologist, chemist, chemistry 

teacher, dairy scientist, dental hygienist, dental surgeon, dietician, doctor, chemical engineer, 

food science technologist, health inspector, industrial chemist, laboratory assistant, medical 

laboratory technician, physiotherapist, pilot, radiographer, science laboratory technician, 

speech and language therapist, forensic science, photographic processing, cosmetic science, 

quality control or medical sales representative.  

 

Physics         
 

 100% written exam  

 Section A: Experiments (4 questions do 3)  

 Section B: Long questions (8 questions do 5)  

The leaving certificate Physics syllabus aims to give students an 

understanding of the fundamental principles of physics and their application to everyday life. 

It offers a general education in physics for all students, enabling them to develop an 

understanding of the scientific method and their ability to observe, think logically and to 

communicate effectively. Science, Technology and Society (STS) is an integral part of the 

syllabus so that students can be aware of the applications of physics in the everyday world.  

Subject content is presented at both ordinary and higher level under the following headings:  

 Mathematics 

 Temperature  

 Heat  

 Waves  

 Vibrations and sound 

 Light  

 Electricity  

 Modern Physics 

 Option 1: particle physics (HL only)  

At higher level, there is a deeper, more quantitative treatment of physics. There are 5 class 

periods per week allocated to Physics, one double and three single classes.  

There are many cross curricular links with maths and applied maths. A higher level maths 

background is not a necessity but students should have a keen interest in maths, 

problem solving and equations as it is a large part of the physics course.  

Possible Career Paths: Architecture, Astronomy, Biophysicist, Computer Careers, Dentist, 

Doctor, Engineer (especially electrical and electronic engineering), Geophysicist, Health 

Inspector, Medical Laboratory Technician, Metallurgist, Meteorologist, Nurse, 



 

 

Oceanographer, Optician, Pharmacist, Physicist, Physics Teacher, Photographic Technician, 

Pilot, Radiographer, Telecommunications, Trade apprenticeships, Heating and Ventilation.   

 

Agricultural Science      

    

A new agricultural science course has being rolled out 

since September 2019.  

Ag. Science is the study of science, technology and 

practices underlying modern agriculture in Ireland.   

 

The diagram illustrates the topics which will be covered in the new ag. science 

course from 2019 onwards.  

 

The leaving certificate ag. science syllabus is designed to provide pupils with 

the necessary skills, practical experience and knowledge in a wide range of 

agricultural and scientific principles. The broad course takes in a wide array of 



 

 

topics including soil science, dairy and beef production, plant and animal 

biology, sheep management, pig management, crop production and also 

genetics. 

 

There are many cross curricular links with Biology but also with Geography and 

Home Economics. An agriculture background is not a necessity but students 

should have access to a farm that they can visit for project purposes. 

Students should also have a keen interest in agriculture.  

There are 5 class periods per week allocated to ag. science, one double and three 

single classes.  

 

Agricultural science is a recognised science subject in many universities and 

studying it creates a wide variety of opportunities including: farm management, 

research, education, food and farm business.  

 

Project work: The project is worth 25% and will be carried out over 5th and 6th 

year. This is an experimental/research project and students must have access to 

a farm for the purpose of this project.  

 

Agricultural Science is useful for such careers as: 

Careers in farming, Farming consultant, Veterinary medicine, Horticulturist, research science, 

food science.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Accounting         
 

 

What is Accounting? 

It is the preparation and study of financial information 

 

Why choose Accounting? 

The study of Accounting opens multiple job opportunities from 

Basic Bookkeeping to Auditing. There is constant growth in accounting related jobs. 

Higher Level  Accounting is of a similar level to Second Year Accounting in college and 

provides a great foundation for progression in financial courses in third level. 

 

I didn’t study Business Studies at JC. Can I still study Accounting at LC? 

Yes but this would prove to be very difficult because of the lack of basics provided by Junior 

Cert Business Studies. 

 

What will I study? 

Financial Accounts: Trading, Profit and Loss, Appropriation, Cash flow, Ratios, Incomplete 

Records, Tabulation and Statements. 

Management Accounts: Budgets and Costings 

 

Differences between the Higher and Ordinary level courses 

Chalk and Cheese. Higher Level Accounting is very difficult in parts. Ordinary Level is very 

easy comparatively.  

 

Possible Career Paths:  

Auditing, Management, Accounting, Bookkeeping, Banking, Financial Services Sector, 

Economists, Insurance, Teaching, Researcher (T.V. and Politics), Journalist, Management, 

Self-Employment or Local Government.  

 

 

Business  

       

What is Business? 

It is concerned with the understanding of the environment in which 

business operates in Ireland and in the wider world. It also involves 

equipping the students with a positive view of enterprise and its 

applications in the business environment, in both the public and 

private sectors. 

Why choose Business? 

It provides students with a good grounding in how to manage their own affairs and is useful 

in working life, both as an employee and a potential employer.  

Differences between Junior Certificate and Leaving Certificate Business 

Leaving Certificate business is very specific in the detail required. Course content is factual 

and requires a lot of learning. It contains only a few mathematical elements. An organised 

and consistent attitude to homework and study are essential in this subject.  



 

 

I didn’t study Business Studies at JC. Can I still study Business at LC? 

We would strongly recommend you have studied Junior Certificate Business as there is a 

large amount of theory covered and it is presumed that is known prior to commencing 5th 

year.  

Differences between the Higher and Ordinary level Courses: 

Exam is similar at both levels, at higher level you will study case studies, and an unseen case 

study will appear on the exam (20%). The standard of questions asked at Higher level are 

much more difficult than Ordinary Level.  

What will I study:  

There are 7 different units, People in Business, Enterprise, Management: Skills and 

Activities, Management2:  Household and Business, Business in Action, Domestic 

Environment and International Environment.  

Business is useful for such careers as: Business is useful for careers in a wide range of 

areas including Banking, Finance, Administration, Law, Insurance, Management, Marketing, 

Agriculture, Advertising, Merchandising, Human Resource Management, Event 

Management, Self- Employed Business person, Purchasing Officer, Teaching, Retail 

Management, Hospital Management, Hospitality Management, Bar Management,the list is 

endless.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Home Economics – Scientific & Social    
 

Home Economics is known as 'Scientific & Social' in the Senior Cycle. It 

is an applied subject combining theory with practical cookery. The 

subject is open to both males and female students. It is mainly a theory 

based subject with only 4 double practical classes (cookery) over 2 

years. 

Scientific & Social covers a wide range of topics, many of which are very 

relevant to students in their own lives at present and in the future. 

 

Syllabus Structure 

The course has three main core areas: 

Food Studies: 

 Food Science and Nutrition 

 Diet & Health 

 Irish Food Industry 

 Meal Management & Planning 

 Food Safety & Hygiene 

 Study of commonly eaten foods 

Resource Management and Consumer Studies: 

 Management of the Home 

 Household Finances 

 Housing 

 Consumer studies 

 Relationships & Protection 

Social Studies: 

 Family 

 Marriage 

 Family Law 

Students also study a Social Elective. Topics include: 

 Social Change and the Family 

 Education 

 Work 

 Unemployment 

 Poverty 

 

Students also have four Cookery Assignments to complete and write up the research, 

implementation and evaluation of each assignment in a prescribed journal. 

This accounts for 20% of the Scientific & Social Leaving Certificate result. 

 

Possible Career Paths:  

Home Economics Teaching, food science, dietician, environmental designer, health inspector, 

nursing, occupational therapy, social work, nursery and pre-school management, child care, 

hotel/catering management, chef, bakery and confectionery, sociologist, home management, 

fashion designer, tourism, agricultural science, interior designer, hospitality, dental nursing, 

dental technician, environmental health officer, health and safety inspector, laboratory 

technician or microbiologist. 

 



 

 

Art Visual 
There are three assessment components in Leaving Certificate Art: practical 

coursework, a practical examination, and a written examination. Differentiation is 

achieved through examinations at two levels – Ordinary level and Higher level.  

 

ASSESSMENT COMPONENT WEIGHTING LEVEL 

Practical coursework 50% Higher and Ordinary 

Practical Examination 20% Higher and Ordinary 

Written examination 30% Higher and Ordinary 

COURSEWORK ASSESSMENT 

 

The coursework assessment includes two related but separate components – practical 

coursework and a practical examination – which will be 

completed in the final year of study.  

Both pieces of  work will be based on the same theme, 

which will be chosen by the learner from a coursework 

brief issued by the SEC. All practical coursework must be 

the learner’s own work. 

 

PRACTICAL COURSEWORK (50%) 

The practical coursework component is designed to test the learner’s ability to use the 

knowledge, concepts and skills developed in their study of Art to produce a realised 

work, from a stimulus, over an extended period. The use of primary sources, including 

observational drawings, life drawing and drawing from the imagination are important. 

 

Students will receive the SEC coursework brief at the beginning of Term 2 (Year 2). In 

the brief, the SEC will outline the period in which the practical coursework must be 

completed. 

During this period, learners will be required to realise one piece of work and plan and 

develop work for the realisation of a second piece of work during the practical 

examination.  

 

 



 

 

THE PRACTICAL EXAMINATION 20%    

The practical examination component will be a single day 5-hour exam. Students will 

create a second realised artwork for this examination based on the same theme and the 

ideas and work they researched and developed during the overall coursework project. 

VISUAL STUDIES: Content Areas and the written Examination 30% 

Content Areas and the written component There are three main content areas within 

Visual Studies:  

Europe and the wider world: This broadly covers the canon of Western art from the 

Romanesque and Gothic periods to the present.  

Ireland and its place in the wider world: This broadly covers a selection of significant 

periods of art as experienced in Ireland across the centuries. However, it is important 

that connections to Europe and the wider world are made where relevant.  

Today’s world: This broadly covers critical literacy and contextual inquiry to decode, 

decipher and make meaning from a range of art-led experiences that students can study 

locally, nationally, internationally, or virtually. Students are encouraged to explore, 

experience, and reflect on art and culture in their everyday lives through four sections 

of focus; Artists: Theory and Thinking, Artists: Processes and Media, Art as Social 

Commentary or Commentator and Art and the Environment.  

                              

                         Career Choices  

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

History 
                                                                                

    

What is History? 

History is about understanding the Modern World by studying the past and 

where things came from, and developing the skills and knowledge needed 

for many things in modern life too. 

Why choose History? 

It provides students with the skills to distinguish between fact, fiction and 

Fake News, understand and appreciate different viewpoints and to have 

informed opinions. 

Differences between Junior Cert and Leaving Cert History 

The LC History Syllabus is a more focused and in-depth study of four specific periods of 

history, called ‘topics’ in the syllabus. The course starts in 1815 and is a combination of Irish 

and international history, with significant amounts of choice and variety of topics, from 

political and military to sporting, cultural, economic and gender history. Another difference is 

that 20% of the marks in the Leaving Certificate go for a research project you do on a topic of 

your own choosing. In case you are wondering about the photo, Muhammad Ali is on the 

Leaving Cert History course, as are many other interesting people and events. 

 

I didn’t study History at JC. Can I still study it at LC? 

Yes, however the general knowledge you get from Junior Cert History and work done in 

Transition Year, for instance on projects and research, provides the foundation and context 

for Senior Cycle, although some modules are new to all students.  

 

What will I study? 

There are 4 topics of study in total (2 International and 2 Irish) 

Each topic covers a timespan span of approx. 40 years. The focus in each is on a number of 

perspectives – e.g. social, cultural, economic, military and political history. Key personalities 

of the day are also studied and can include sports people, musicians and artists among them. 

Each class decides on three of the the four topics to study, and one of the topics is prescribed 

by the State Examinations Commission. Students study this prescribed topic through 

historical sources called case-studies, and their exam questions in this topic are based on 

historical documents, images or political cartoons. 

Students have the opportunity of completing 20 % of their Leaving Certificate as continual 

assessment by completing a research project, this is completed by the pupil in 6th year and 

submitted in April prior to exam. 

It’s also worth noting that studying History in Leaving Cert means using books, documents, 

old newspapers, video documentaries, oral sources and other types of evidence – the variety 

and possibilities for locating historical evidence are almost endless, and always fascinating. 

 



 

 

Differences between the Higher and Ordinary level courses 

The Coursework is the same for both  levels. Exam papers at Higher level requires 3 

developed answers and one documents-based question, in addition to the research project 

done outside of the exam in an area of interest to you. Ordinary level paper requires three 

answers based on documents or visual stimulus material, answers on the case-study and, 

again, a research topic on a topic of your own choosing. 

 

What can I use History for? 

After English, History is the degree subject done by the highest number of post-primary 

teachers in Ireland. Although you rarely find a job/course title with history in it otherwise, the 

skills and knowledge developed from studying history will be transferable to many different 

courses and careers.  

The skills that are learned are actually useful in all areas of life or career but here are some 

suggestions you could pursue: the legal professions, politics, conflict resolution and 

international relations, archaeology, journalism and media, research, communications media, 

advertising, marketing, commerce, banking and finance, translator, TV production, archivist, 

publishing, librarian, policy planner, novelist, genealogy. The list is almost endless, however 

- History’s focus on cause and consequences, for instance, also provides excellent training for 

business people and economists, while it has become increasingly important to have and 

develop IT skills in researching history also.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Geography          
 

What is Geography? 

Geography is concerned with the study of people and their 

environment. A study of Geography will help students develop an 

understanding of their physical and human surroundings. It 

examines the changing inter-relationships between the physical and 

human worlds. Through their study of Geography, students will 

develop geographical skills that will help them make informed 

judgements about issues at local, national and international level.  

 

Why choose Geography? 

Geography is a link between the social sciences (business, history, economics, and 

psychology) and the hard sciences (physics, chemistry and biology). Due to its cross-

disciplinary nature, it teaches you a whole range of skills that can be used in your continuing 

academic learning and future careers. The skills that Geography teaches you, include; data 

collection, manipulation, presentation and analysis, essay writing, reading maps, annotating 

and being able to give formal oral presentations. Two of the most important issues facing the 

world today are; climate change and globalisation. Both of these issues are Geography 

related. However, it is not just climate change and globalisation that makes Geography so 

important it also includes population growth, resource management, hazard management, 

multiculturalism, industrial growth, economic development and much more. If you study 

Geography, you are learning about issues that impact on us and the world on a daily basis. To 

appreciate its relevance, watch the news and you will realise that nearly every issue is related 

to Geography in some way.  

 

Differences between Junior Cert and Leaving Cert Geography 

The course follows on from Junior Cert Geography and covers very similar topics (such as 

rocks, soils, oceans, population movements, map-reading, and economic activities) in more 

detail. There are a large number of optional sections on the course, allowing students to focus 

on the sections of the course that they prefer. The exam is largely essay style answers in 

comparison to the Junior Cert and students would be expected to have an ability to write 

many essay styled answers in a confined period of time.  

 

 

I didn’t study Geography at JC. Can I still study it at LC? 

Students considering Geography at Leaving Certificate must have studied Geography to 

Junior Certificate Exam level. Students are advised that a good standard of English is 

necessary for Higher Level. 

 

What will I study? 

The Geography Course at Leaving Certificate is divided into a number of different units. 

 

Core Units 

There are 3 Core or Compulsory units which must be studied by all students both Higher and 

Ordinary level. 

1. Patterns and Processes in the Physical Environment e.g. earthquakes, volcanoes, 

rivers. 

2. Regional Geography. Students study different regions of the world, e.g. The West of 

Ireland, The Paris Basin and India. 

3. Geographical Investigation 



 

 

All students must complete a fieldwork project which must be submitted by the April of their 

Leaving Certificate exam. We, at BCS, usually conduct a river or coastal investigation. This 

project is worth 20% of the final examination. 

 

Elective Units: 

All students, both Higher and Ordinary level, study one of these units. 

4. Patterns and Processes in Economic Activities. 

5. Patterns and Processes in the Human Environment. e.g. population, migration. 

 

Optional Units:   (Higher Level only) 

6. Global Interdependence 

7. Geo-ecology e.g. soils, Tropical Rainforest biome. 

8. Culture and Identity 

9. The Atmosphere-ocean environment e.g. weather 

 

Exam Structure 

Leaving Certificate Geography is assessed at Ordinary and Higher level by: 

• Written examination (80%) 

• Geographical Investigation (20%) 

 

 

 

Differences between the Higher and Ordinary level courses 

The structure of the syllabus has a clear differentiation between Higher and Ordinary levels. 

The introduction to each of the syllabus units shows clear differentiation between the 

outcomes for Higher and Ordinary level. Only Higher Level students must study an optional 

unit. At Ordinary level the short, physical, regional and human questions are worth more 

marks than higher level to make up for the lack of an option question.   

 

Possible Career Paths:  

The potential for practicing geography in private enterprise and in government has grown 

considerably in recent years, although often such positions are not designated with the title of 

geographer. Many geographers, however, work in the private and public sectors.  

Civil Engineer, Construction, Town Planning, Architecture, Meteorology, Horticulture, 

Auctioneering, Estate Agent, Forestry, Market Research, Statistics, Archaeology, 

Cartography, Politics, Journalism, Social Work, Solicitor, Garda, Probation Officer, Human 

Resources, Teaching, Lecturing, Pilot, Geographical Information Systems Officer, 

Geological Surveyor etc. The list is endless as you learn a lot of transferable skills through 

geography.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Construction Studies (Architectural Technology) 

         
What is Construction Studies? 

Construction Studies is a subject that introduces pupils to the 

knowledge and skills involved in construction technology and 

construction materials and practices; through theoretical study and 

integrated practical projects. It looks into principles of dwelling design, 

construction techniques, heating systems, sustainable living and new 

energy efficient technologies. The subject is ‘a hands on’, where pupils will experience the 

use of various machines and tools to complete various projects. 50% can be obtained through 

a theoretical exam sat during the leaving cert exams and the other 50% is obtained through a 

day practical exam where the pupil must complete a previously unseen wooden joint-work 

project, and a practical project completed during the course which could range from a piece 

of furniture to a scaled heritage model. 

 

Why choose Construction Studies? 

Construction Studies helps you to think in a more logical and creative way. You will be able 

to communicate information using diagrams and sketches. You will learn how to present 

information in a neat and organised fashion. You will gain a deep appreciation for Health and 

Safety in relation to the building industry and from the use of various tools and machines. 

This subject will be of use to you if you want to progress into career areas such as 

architecture, all engineering codes, trades people and quantity surveying. This subject will 

develop your problem solving skills through the completion of the student assignment. 

 

Differences between Junior Cert Woodwork and Leaving Cert Construction Studies 

Unlike MTW and other subjects, a project brief is not assigned to Construction Studies 

project work. The student determines his/her own brief. 

 

I didn’t study Woodwork at JC. Can I still study Construction Studies at LC? 

It is recommended that a student taking Leaving Certificate Construction Studies has a 

general interest in buildings and the built environment. 

Each student should have an aptitude and interest for design and practical work. We would 

recommend the completion of the Junior Cert course,  

under exceptional circumstances if the JC course is not completed the pupil will have the 

participate in a specialised practical bench exam and their theoretical knowledge will also be 

assessed. A pass grade must be achieved. 

 

What will I study? 

The course is essentially about the study of buildings and the built environment. The 

theoretical part of the course examines all parts of building from the planning stages to the 

completed building. The course is studied under the following main headings:  

 

 Planning and Design,  

 Drawings and Documents,  

 Site Preliminaries and Foundations,  

 Walls and Partitions,  

 Floors and Roofs,  

 Fireplaces,  

 Windows and Doors,  

 Stairs,  

 Plastering and Painting,  



 

 

 Plumbing and Heating,  

 Services,  

 Drainage,  

 Exam Structure. 

 

The examination at higher and ordinary levels has three separate components.  

 

Section A   Three hour written paper worth 300 marks. The exam consists of 10 questions out 

of which five have to be attempted. Question 1 is a compulsory drawing question of a 

building detail. 

 

Section B   4 hour practical woodwork exam where the student makes a small item out of 

timber under exam conditions. The exam normally takes place in May. This accounts for 150 

marks. 

 

Section C   Building Project where the student makes a building detail, a scale model of a 

building or a craft piece. The student also produces a portfolio to accompany the project that 

they make. Ideally this project must be completed by Christmas. This accounts for 150 

marks. 

 

Differences between the Higher and Ordinary level courses 

Higher and Ordinary level studies will be differentiated by the range of material covered as 

well as the depth of treatment and the level of skills developed. 

 

Construction Studies is useful for such careers as: 

Carpentry, Cabinet making, Construction Management, Teaching, Engineering Careers, 

Graphic Design, Renewable energy technology, Architecture. 

 

 

Design & Communication Graphics (DCG)  

        
What is DCG? 

Design & Communication Graphics, more commonly known as DCG is 

the Leaving Cert equivalent of Technical Graphics. An exciting and 

dynamic subject which deals with the traditional areas of technical 

drawing and draftsmanship whilst exploring new topics such as computer 

aided parametric modelling and concept design. There is also a much 

greater emphasis on problem solving and freehand sketching in DCG than 

there was in Junior Cert Technical Graphics.  

This subject is intended to improve the students’ graphics and visualization skills and their 

creative ability. It is designed to cater for all levels of ability by systematically stimulating 

and advancing the inexperienced and by developing and challenging the more able. Plane and 

descriptive geometry and applied graphics provides students with knowledge of essential 

graphic principles. It encourages students to solve graphical problems creatively by applying 

spatial reasoning and geometric principles and concepts, as well as selecting appropriate 

graphics in communicating ideas and solutions. 

 

Why choose DCG? 

If you liked Technical Graphics then DCG is the natural progression for you. DCG is a 

subject that compliments a host of other subjects such as Art, Engineering, Maths, Applied 

Maths and Construction. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Differences between Junior Cert Technical Graphics and Leaving Cert DCG 

There is a larger emphasis on problem solving, design and sketching in DCG than in 

Technical Graphics. In other areas, the skills learned in Junior Cert are expanded upon and 

developed.  

 

I didn’t study Technical Graphics at JC. Can I still study DCG at LC? 

Design & Communication Graphics is a follow on course from Technical Graphics. The 

principles learned in Junior Cert are expanded upon in Leaving Cert. It is the policy of the 

DCG department that students studying DCG should have the understanding of plane and 

solid geometry that Technical Graphics provides. Exceptions have been made on a case by 

case basis for students who prove themselves to be exceptionally motivated, mature and 

willing to work in an extracurricular capacity to study aspects of the Junior Cert Technical 

Graphics course. 

 

What will I study? 

Core Geometry – Oblique Plane, Intersecting Planes, Solids in Contact, Axonometric 

Projection. Perspective.  Intersection and Development of Solids, Conic Sections 

Applied Geometry – Geologic Geometry, Structural Forms 

Student Assignment 

 

I’ve heard that DCG is a lot of work, particularly the project. Is that true? 

Design & Communication Graphics is a full Leaving Certificate subject and is as easy or 

difficult as any other subject. There is a considerable amount of work required to produce an 

excellent student assignment. The same can be said for other subjects with practical 

components. If it is a subject that you love, the student assignment won't feel like work. 

There is also a lot to be said for potentially having 40% of your final grade achieved by 

January of 6th Year.  If you are unwilling to put effort into DCG or think that you will coast 

through because you did very well in Technical Graphics then perhaps it may not be the 

subject for you. 

 

 

DCG is useful for such careers as: 

The study of DCG will be of benefit to you if you want to progress to careers related to the 

following: 

Design - Graphic Design, Product Design, Mechanical Design, Fashion Design, Web Design.  

Engineering - Mechanical, Civil, Electrical, Marine, Aeronautical, Geologic, Industrial, 

Sustainable Energy, Architectural, Nanotechnology, Material Science, Nuclear Engineering 

courses.  

Manufacturing. Construction.  

Computer Aided Design.  

DCG, Woodwork and Metalwork Teaching.  

Animation 

 

How is DCG assessed? 

DCG is divided into two main components for assessment: 

 A terminal drawing exam based on Core Geometry and areas of Applied Geometry. 

This is worth 60%. 

 A Student Assignment (Sept - Jan of 6th Year) This is worth 40%. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Engineering Technology     

     
What is Engineering Technology? 

The Leaving Cert equivalent and continuation of JC Engineering. 

 

Why choose Engineering Technology? 

Engineering is a dynamic subject incorporating learning about the 

theory of materials and the development of practical skills. Students 

are involved in the design and construction of projects, usually in the 

form of motorised models. 

 

Differences between Junior Cert Engineering and Leaving Cert Engineering 

Engineering develops on the skills learned in Junior Cycle and introduces a greater reliance 

on design skills. Theory in the Engineering course takes a more in depth look at the structures 

and processes of materials. 

 

I didn’t study Engineering at JC. Can I still study Engineering Technology at LC? 

It is possible to study Engineering without previously having studied it in the Junior Cycle. 

However, students who wish to do so will be expected to familiarise themselves with the 

Junior Cert course in their own time and may sometimes find it difficult to study the Higher 

Level course. 

 

How is Engineering assessed? 

 

Engineering is divided into three main components for assessment: 

 A terminal written exam worth 50%. 

 A Project and accompanying Portfolio (Oct - March of 6th Year) This is worth 25%. 

 A Practical Skills exam (May of 6th Year) This is worth 25% 

What will I study? 

 

Engineering students study the following Core Areas: 

 Health & Safety 

 Materials Science 

 Computer Aided Processes 

 Electronics 

 Pneumatics 

 Manufacturing Techniques and Technology 

 Drawing and Design 

 Power and Energy 

 Mechanisms 

 Computer Aided Processes 

 Decorative Metal Craft 

 Power, Energy and Control 

 Materials Science 

 Manufacturing Techniques and Technology 

 

 

Differences between the Higher and Ordinary level courses 



 

 

There are significant differences in the difficulty of theory content while the design, practical 

and skills-test elements are broadly similar. 

 

Engineering Technology is useful for such careers as: 

 Engineering careers such as Aeronautical, Civil, Structural, Electrical, Mechanical, 

Manufacturing and Process. 

 Trades such as mechanic, electrician, panel beater, toolmaker, etc. 

 Architectural and Design careers 

 Teaching  

 

 

 

Music   

 
        

Music in Blackwater Community School focuses on performance in 

a wide range of genres, to encourage greater access and participation 

in the subject. School-based musical activities such as choir and 

other groups/ensemble take place on a regular basis. These include 

academic and sports award nights to special occasions such as mass 

being held for students. 

Junior students take great enjoyment from participating in days out to the Cork Pops Youth 

orchestra while senior students take pride in organising annual events such as our own 'BCS 

Factor' competition. 

 

Possible Career Paths 

Composer/performer/arranger, entertainment/recreation industry, orchestra/band/choir work; 

music therapy/speech therapy/ occupational therapy, primary/secondary school teaching, 

media/radio/television/film, sound engineering/recording studio/ music technology, 

drama/dance/musical theatre/performance arts, librarian/folklore studies, cultural diversity, 

music retail store.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme – LCVP 

What is Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme?  

LCVP can be described as Leaving Certificate with a strong vocational/ enterprise dimension.  

What is its purpose and why was it introduced?  

The primary goal is to prepare young people for adult life by ensuring that they are educated 

in the broadest sense, with an ability to cope and thrive in an environment of rapid change. 

Participants in the programme are encouraged to: develop skills and competencies 

fundamental to both academic and vocational success.  

Throughout the programme students are encouraged to  

 Be innovative and enterprising  

 Take responsibility for their own learning 

 Adapt to changing circumstances 

 Evaluate data to devise solutions to problems 

 Communicate their thoughts and ideas effectively 

 Work with others as part of a team  

 Investigate local business and community enterprises  

 Learn from their experiences 

These skills and qualities are equally relevant to the needs of those preparing for further 

education, seeking employment or planning to start their own business. The use of active 

teaching and learning methodologies is encouraged in the LCVP.  

What do students study? 

Each student must be taking seven Leaving Certificate subjects, including one of the 

Vocational subject groupings and two Link Modules (Preparation for the World of Work and 

Enterprise Education).  LCVP is an 8th subject the student will study.  

The Link Module Preparation for the World of Work is designated to provide the student 

with a general knowledge of the world of work, the skills to find employment and experience 

in an adult working environment.  

The Link Module Enterprise Education encourages students to identify enterprising skills, 

profile an entrepreneur, investigate business and community enterprises and set up their own 

enterprise projects as vehicles of learning.  

Vocational Subject Groupings 

1. Construction Studies, Engineering, Design and Communication Graphics (DCG), 

Technology – Any Two  

2. Physics and Construction Studies or Engineering or Technology or DCG  

3. Agricultural Science and Construction Studies or Engineering or Technology or 

DCG 

4. Agricultural Science and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry 

5. Home Economics, Agricultural Science, Biology – Any Two  



 

 

6. Home Economics and Art Design Option or Craft Option  

7. Accounting, Business, Economics – Any Two  

8. Physics and Chemistry  

9. Biology and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry  

10. Biology and Agricultural Science  

11. Art – Design Option or Craft Option and DCG  

Service Grouping  

12. Engineering or Technology or Construction or DCG and Accounting or Business or 

Economics  

13. Home Economics and Accounting or Business or Economics  

14. Agricultural Science and Accounting or Business or Economics  

15. Art Design or Craftwork Option and Accounting or Business or Economics.  

16. Music and Accounting or Business or Economics 

(Correct as of 2017-2018) 

Link Modules Assessment  

The link modules are examined by written examination and portfolio. The written 

examination is competed in May before the main Leaving Certificate timetable begins and 

the portfolio is submitted in March.   

 

Results  

LCVP Recognition From 2004   

Institutes of Technology and Universities  

Distinction 66 points = H4  

Merit 46 points = H6/ O2  

Pass 28 points = O4 

Link Modules Results  

Distinction 80% - 100%  

Merit 65% - 79%  

Pass 50% 0 64%  

 

In what ways will students benefit from taking LCVP?  

Students who take LCVP will benefit in several ways. Through the programmes’ focus on 

personal developments they will be better able to:  

 Communicate their thoughts and ideas effectively  

 Take responsibility for their own learning 

 Work as a team member who can cope with changing circumstances  

0
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Written Exam Portfolio



 

 

Throughout the programmes focus on the world of work they will have:  

 Knowledge of the world of work  

 Skills for job seeking  

 Undertaken work experience or participated in work simulation  

Through the programmes focus on enterprise, business and technology, they will: 

 Be more innovative and enterprising 

 Be used to working in teams  

 Be familiar with setting up and running enterprise initiatives  

 Have experience of using computers and audio-visual equipment 

Through these benefits, LCVP students will be more employable. They will be in a better 

position to set up their own business. In addition, they will have skills and attitudes, which 

will enable them to be more effective learners in any future education they receive at third 

level.  

 

Leaving Cert Applied (LCA)  

What is the Leaving Certificate Applied? 

Leaving Certificate Applied is a two-year Leaving Certificate Programme, aimed at preparing 

pupils for adult and working life. It provides pupils with a varied range of subjects which will 

give them practical and certified qualifications. It emphasises forms of achievement and 

excellence which the established Leaving Cert has not recognised in the past. 

Who should do Leaving Cert Applied? 

•Someone who wants to stay in school and get a Leaving Certificate.  

•who prefers learning by doing. 

•who would be motivated by continuous assessment. 

•who wants to get work experience to help them with career choice. 

•who wants to develop skills which help them in their future career. 

 

What is the advantage of the Leaving Certificate Applied? 

The advantage of Leaving Certificate Applied is that it focuses on the talents of each 

individual student and helps students apply what they learn in the real world. The two-year 

programme consists of four half-year blocks called Sessions and achievements are credited 

in each of these Sessions. Therefore, pupils have continual assessment towards their final 

qualification. 

 



 

 

How Do I Enter the Course? 

After Easter in 3rd year and TY, students are given information about Leaving Certificate 

Applied and Application forms are filled in. An information night for parents is held in 

conjunction with the Senior Options Information Night. An interview then follows. 

 

Do students have a choice within the Leaving Certificate Applied? 

Each course consists of several modules. A module generally represents a half-year’s work 

and there is provision for some choice of modules.  Choice also exists in relation 

to Vocational Specialisms, which are changed yearly depending on the group. Pupils carry 

out practical tasks which are assessed by interviews by the Department of Education twice a 

year. A more detailed account of LCA subjects can be found at 

https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer_lca.php      

 

Do Leaving Certificate Applied students receive a Leaving Certificate? 

Yes. Students who successfully complete the programme will receive a Leaving Certificate 

from the State Examinations Commission. All credits awarded will be recorded on the 

Leaving Certificate Applied parchment. 

 

What happens after the Leaving Certificate? 

 

A student who has been awarded the Leaving Certificate Applied can go on to a very wide 

range of Post-Leaving Certificate courses (PLCs). These are available in local post-primary 

schools and colleges. 

There are many areas of study - Art/Design, Business, Science, Services/Leisure and 

Communications/Media studies. 

PLC courses can lead on to an award recognised by the National Framework of 

Qualifications (NFQ). You can find out if your course is recognised by NFQ. 

Students with the Leaving Certificate Applied cannot gain direct entry through the Central 

Applications Office (CAO) system to the universities or institutes of technology. Many PLC 



 

 

courses lead to either a level 5 or level 6 award. In some cases, you can progress with this 

award to a third level course in a higher education institution such as, institutes of 

technology and universities. You should discuss your options for progression with your 

course provider. 

Students cannot go directly to nursing but may be eligible to apply as a mature student with 

certain qualifications or relevant experience. 

Students with the Leaving Certificate Applied can also go on to apprenticeship programmes. 

Many students go directly to employment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Information on options after leaving school 

The vast majority of students now recognise the benefit of further education and choose 

to undertake further study after school. There are many different options open to you, 

ranging from apprenticeship training to PLC courses to Honours Degree programmes. 

Under the National Qualifications Framework, students can study for level 5, 6, 7, 

and/or 8 qualifications. 

 

FETAC  

Level 5: 

 These are one year Post Leaving Cert (PLC) courses. These are available in 

many post-leaving certificate colleges around the country and can lead onto 

courses into FETAC Level 6, IT’s and Universities. 

HETAC   

Level 6: 

 These are two-year Higher Certificate courses available in Institutes of 

Technology. They can lead onto Level 7 and Level 8 courses in the same field. 

Level 7: 

 These are three year Ordinary Degrees available in Institutes of Technology. 

They can lead onto Level 8 courses in the same field. 

Level 8: 

 These are three or four year courses (which some exceptions such as medicine) 

available in all Universities and Institutes of Technology. 

 

Having completed a Level 8 course, students can go onto to Level 9 (Postgraduate) and 

Level 10 (Doctorate). 

See www.cao.ie for a list of colleges and courses on offer. Students can apply for courses 

in all of the Higher Education Institutes through the C.A.O. from November- February 

of their Leaving Certificate Year.  

 

Leaving Cert Points are calculated as follows: 



 

 

 
 

Please note that 25 bonus points will be added to the points score for Leaving Certificate 

Higher Level Maths for H6 and above. 

 

#Points for Foundation Level Maths will be awarded by certain Institutions. 

 

Studying Overseas: 

There are thousands of options to choose from and details of courses and fees payable in 

the United Kingdom can be obtained from the UCAS (Universities & Colleges 

Applications Clearing) website at www.ucas.com. Irish Leaving Certificate grades are 

allocated equivalent UCAS Tariff points for application purposes. Students must also 

write a personal statement and present at an interview. Students must apply online 

through UCAS “Apply” before 15th January of the year they wish to start. All 

applications for Oxford or Cambridge University or for any courses in medicine, 

dentistry, veterinary science or veterinary medicine must be made by the 15th October 

in the year prior to starting university (e.g. Oct 2020 to start in September 2021). 

 

Some students may wish to explore the opportunity to study in Europe where there are 

many courses taught through English at highly ranked universities. Further 

information can be obtained at www.eunicas.ie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Post Leaving Cert Courses (PLC’s): 

There are a wide variety of Post Leaving Certificate courses available throughout the 

country offering practical, vocational based training with work experience in areas such 

as social care, tourism, business, computing, media studies, drama, beauty therapy, 

music, sports & leisure to name but a few. There are no points requirements for PLC 

courses. In order to qualify you must have five passes at Ordinary level in the Leaving 

Certificate and attend a selection interview. Applications are made directly to the 

college from February of the Leaving Certifiacate year. 

 

 

 

PLC courses are very popular and can be: 

 

 A qualification in their own right e.g. Veterinary Nurse, childcare, beauty 

therapy 

 Used as a stepping stone to see if you would like to study the subject in more 

depth at college or university e.g. Art portfolio courses, Pre -Nursing, 

Foundation Engineering 

 Another route to Higher Education as through the F.E.T.A.C. links scheme you 

can progress to Degree Level courses in Institutes of Technology and 

Universities. 

 

 

Apprenticeships: 

 

An apprenticeship is a method by which a person works for an employer as an 

apprentice in a chosen trade and learns the necessary skills, knowledge and attitudes to 

become a qualified craftsperson. On successful completion of the apprenticeship, you 

will receive a National Craft Certificate, recognised in Ireland as well as other EU and 

non-EU countries. During the apprenticeship, you will receive an apprentice wage for 

your on-the-job phases from your employer and while off the job, you will receive a 

training allowance if appropriate. 

Apprenticeship consists of 7 phases of training both on-the-job with your employer and 

off the job in a Solas Training Centre or Educational College. The normal duration of 

apprenticeship is 4 years. In order for an employer to register you as an apprentice, you 

must be at least 16 years old and have at least a grade D in any five subjects in the 

Junior Certificate. Many employers look for higher entry requirements such as the 

Leaving Certificate for their particular needs and you should ask your prospective 

employer about these. Further information on apprenticeships is available at 

www.solas.ie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.solas.ie/


 

 

Useful Websites 

 

www.cao.ie – The main website for applying to college in Ireland 

 

www.ucas.com – The website for applying to college in the UK 

 

www.eunicas.ie – Information about studying in Europe through English. 

 

www.qualifax.ie – Careers website with information on courses in Ireland, career 

events, career interest assessment, calculating points, subject choice, qualifications, 

grants, student finance and overseas education. 

 

www.careersportal.ie - Careers website with self-assessment quizzes, overview of 

employment sectors, occupations and employer profiles, course finder facility and job 

interviews and videos. 

 

www.careerdirections.ie  - Careers website with database of various careers, types of 

work and job matching facility. 

 

www.prospects.ac.uk - Official U.K. graduate careers website offering career advice, 

career options with your degree subject and details of what graduates do with their 

degree. 

 

www.skoool.ie - Information on Junior & Leaving Certificate syllabus, study and 

revision tips, exam centre, parents section with information on the CAO process and 

college life. 

 

www.curriculumonline.ie - National Council for Curriculum & Assessment (NCCA) 

information on Junior & Leaving Certificate curriculum. 

 

www.skillsstrategy.ie - Government policy document detailing supply and demand for 

skills to 2020 and future employment trends. 

 

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.eunicas.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.careerdirections.ie/
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/
http://www.skoool.ie/
http://www.curriculumonline.ie/
http://www.skillsstrategy.ie/

